THE GOVERNMENT 1 S FAILURE IN 
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 


The National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) is a government 
agency that decides what is a safe amount of workers' exposure to hazardous substances. 
NIOSH passes these recommendations on to the Department of Labor, whose job it is to 
propose and enforce safety standards. The following is the Labor Department's record 
of action in response to NIOSH recommendations: 


HAZARDOUS MATERIAL 

YEAR 

WORKERS 
AT RISK 

NATURE OF D.O.L. STANI 

HEALTH HAZARD PROPOSED 

ASBESTOS 

1972 

200,000 

cancer, lung disease 

YES 

BERYLLIUM 

1972 

28,000 

lung cancer, lung 
disease, skin disease 

NO 

ULTRA-VIOLET RADIATION 

1972 

320,000 

skin cancer, eye 
disease 

NO 

INORGANIC LEAD 

1972 

83,000 

nerve and brain damage, 
anemia 

NO 

CARBON MONOXIDE 

1972 

2,000,000 

asphyxiation, worsening 
of heart disease 

NO 

INORGANIC MERCURY 

1973 

150,000 

nerve damage 

NO 

ARSENIC 

1973 

1 ,500,000 

lung cancer, poisoning, 
skin disease 

NO 

TRICHLOROETHYLENE 

1973 

200,000 

central nervous system 
depression 

NO 

TOLUENE DI ISOCYANATE 

1973 

40,000 

lung disease 

NO 

COKE OVEN EMISSIONS 

1973 

10,000 

cancer (lung, gastro- 
intestinal, kidney, leukemia) 

NO 

CHROMIC ACID 

1973 

15,000 

lung cancer, skin disease 

NO 

TOLUENE 

1973 

100,000 

mental confusion, 
decreased coordination 

NO 

CADMIUM 

1973 

100,000 

lung disease, kidney 
disease 

NO 

SULFUR DIOXIDE 

1974 

500,000 

lung disease 

NO 


TOTAL WORKERS AT RISK FROM EXPOSURES TO SUBSTANCES FOR WHICH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF LABOR HAS FAILED TO PROPOSE NEW STANDARDS: 5,046,000 WORKERS 
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COYER; This chart demonstrates the Labor 
Departments failure to carry-cut standards 
recommended by the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health® Over five 
million workers are sxposedito risks at 
their workplace for which the government has 
no safety standards* 
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MEMO REVEALS NIXON ADMINISTRATION THWARTED WORKPLACE 
HEALTH. AND SAFETY LAWS JN EXCHANGE 
FOR 1972 CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) — In the latest reve- 
lation of corporate payoffs for political favors, 

■ the Senate Watergate committee has released a con- 
fidential, 1972 memorandum which states that the 
government would not enforce occupational health 
and safety standards in return for industrial 
contributions to Nixon 9 a reelection campaign® 

By contributing to Nixon’s reelection cam- 
paign, corporations bought the Labor Department’s 
cooperation in refusing to establish rules to re- 
duce the danger of workers 9 exposure to harmful 
substances in -their working environment® 

Five million workers are exposed daily to 
such substances as inorganic lead, carbon monoxide , 
asbestos , arsenic 'and sulphur dioxide® Among the 
known potential results of continual exposure to 
such substances are leukemia, lung cancer, nerve 
and brain damage, kidney disease, asphyxiation 
and worsening of heart disease© 

The memo revealed by the Watergate committee 
was written by George Guenther, then head of the 
Labor Department 9 s v Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) and was addressed to Law- 
rence Sllberman, who was Under Secretary of Labor 
in 1972® He is now Deputy Attorney General of the 
United States® 

The Watergate report states that Sllberman 
had requested that various Assistant Secretaries 
. and other high Labor officials submit to him their 
proposals as to how their operations could contri- 
bute to the President’s re-election® This was 
part of the Department’s "responsiveness program," 
designed, according to the Watergate committee, 
to "respond to President Nixon’s re-election 
needs©" 

Guenther responded to Sllberman’ s request in 
a memo dated June 14, 1972© Although his message 
is couched in language used by the federal bureau- 
cracy and unfamiliar to most people, the message 
comes through cl@arly--the use of OHSA to help 
business© 

"While promulgation and modification activity 
must continue 3 no highly controversial standards 
will be proposed by OSHA or NIOSH (the National 
Institute of Occupational Safety and Health— de- 
signed to research the workplace health hazards 3 
decide what an acceptable level for hazardous sub- 
stances is and to pass on standards to OSHA for 
enforcement . ) 

"While some criteria documents will be trans- 
mitted to us during this period^ neither the con- 
tents of these documents nor our handling of them 
here will generate any substantial controversy * . . 

"The Committee will concentrate on priorities 
and long-range planning <> rather than on specific 
standards setting 3 during this period • Other 
standards advisory committees may be proposed dur- 


ing this period hut again their activities will 
be low-keyed • „ • . • 

"While I have discussed » . « the great poten- 
tial of OSHA as a sales point for fundraising and 
general support by employers s I do not believe 
the potential of this appeal is fully recognizedo 
lour suggestions as to how to promote the advan - 
iages of four more years of properly managed OSHA 
for use in the campaign would be appreciated „ " 

As of yet, the Watergate committee has not 
fully investigated this colossal mis-use of a gov- 
ernment agency, claiming lack of time® So Dr® _ Sidney 
Wolfe, head of the Health Research Group, a Washing- 
ton leased public interest group, has requested that 
special Watergate Prosecutor Leon Jaworskx and 
Attorney General William Saxbe open a full investi- 
gation# 

"Shortly before the memo was written, "Wolf e 
says, "OSHA requested NIOSH to provide it with all 
available information on known cancer-causing chem- 
icals used in industry® Although NIOSH responded 
promptly, suggesting that a system be adopted ’in 
the immediate future’ to control worker exposure 
to cancer**causing chemicals, the Labor Department 
did not propose any standard until April of 1973 
and then only after being petitioned and subsequently 
sued by the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers Union 
and the Health Research Group©" 

OSHA has also been notoriously lax in collecting 
fines from gf fending companies® The average fine 
imposed by 1 OSHA in its jE.irst 11 months was $ 22 © 50 - 
in a period when three out of four workplaces had 
violations,, And it’s no big surprise that this 11 
month periSd— from spring, 1971 until early in 1972 , 
coincides with the period immediately before and 
after Nixon’s election® 

Wolf© also explains that between 1972 and the 
present, NIOSH has submitted 16 criteria documents 
to set standards for a wide range of hazards, inclu- 
ding noise and heat. Only one, which dealt with 
asbestos, has been acted upon, and that action came 
only after OHSA was petitioned by the AFL-CXO® 
Furthermore, experts have criticized the standard 
as being much to lax® 

In the summer of 1972, Dr® William M® Johnson, 
then a NIOSH physician, sent memorandums concerning 
the harmful effects of asbestos exposure in three 
factories to several regional directors in the Labor 
Department© 

"1 never got any answer from OSHA, the responsi- 
ble agency with the Labor Department," Johnson said© 

"What I did get was word from my headquarters 
in Washington that my action was not appreciated© ©© © 

I was also told that the memos could cause embar- 
rassment® Finally, I was asked whether I was 
trying to start a Congressional investigation©" 

Workers exposed to asbestos in the air are In 
danger of developing asbestosis (scarring of the 
lungs) and lung cancer® 

Johnson said that another example of pressure 
to blSck the adoption and enforcement of health stan- 
dards for workers was the refusal of OHSA to develop 
specific regulations® 




LIBERATION News Service 


July 31, 1974 


mo r © o o o 



"There was a constant pressure to cool it," he 
said* "For examples, the standards spelling out re* 
quirements for medical examinations for workers in 
dangerous jobs were not to be too rigid , too specific*" 


■ i • ■ i - iriThef' Victims, -of Corporate^-Payof f s :to . ‘ o . ; i a 

the Nixon Administration 

According to columnist Jack Anderson; 

25 million workers suffer injuries serious enough 
to make then miss work each year. 

2®2 million are totally disabled each year for 
longer periods. 

90.000 are permanently disabled each year. 

16.000 die from accidents on the job each year. 


There are now at least 35 bills pending in 
Congress to further weaken the already ineffective 
occupational health and safety laws, and according 
to Wolfe, the government is succumbing to corporate 
pressures to "eliminate the proposal of specific new 
eaqpoeure standards from all future criteria documents." 


The present delaying tactics of the government 
"are perfectly consistent with the promise of the 
Guenther memo," said Wolfe® The memo reveals "a 
picture of American corporations willing to donate 
millions to finance a presidential election in order 
to have a government agency be responsible to their 
needs by allowing workers to suffer impairment of 
health and tin some instances, death®' 


"This can only be described as murder in the 
workplace." 




(See packets #623 and #628 for stories on illegal 
alien workers.) 


IMPORTATION OF ILLEGAL WORKERS "HIGHER THAN EVER;" 

THREATENS UFW STRIKES 

FRESNO, Ca® (LNS )- -Cesar Chavez, president of 
the United Farm Workers of America (UFW) demanded 
last week that the bordenpatrol crack down on the 
importation of illegal alien workers by "coyote" 
labor contractors. Illegal aliens are playing an 
instrumental role in the attempt to break the UFW 
strikes now in progress in California and Arizona® 

In a telegram Chavez said that the UFW has 
proof, through 49 signed declarations, that more 
than 2,200 aliens were working the ranches in the 
heart of the fertile San Joaquin Valley. 

Last year the Fresno Bee had estimated that 

50,000 illegal aliens had worked in the area during 
the peak of the summer harvet season. Lewis Bartlett, 
chief border patrol agent for the six counties in 
the area had no quarrel with the Bee estimate and 
said that the number of illegal aliens in the area 
was now "higher than ever." 

Chavez said that the influx of aliens is "the 
worst" in U.S® 1 history® 


poor workers continues unchecked," he said® 

The UFW is currently engaged in a nationwide 
boycott of iceberg lettuce, grapes and Gallo wines 0 

— 30— 

3 CUSTER DEFENDANTS SENTENCED; LAWYERS CHARGE JUDGE ? S 
MOVE "SAVAGE, AND RACIALLY & POLITICALLY MOTIVATED" 

"There is a lot of terrorism in this state® But 
it is not being done by Indian people. What happen- 
ed in this courtroom today is going to affect AXM f s 
political activity drastically 

— -Dennis Banks, leader of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) after the sentencing of three 
Custer defendants on July 29. 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (LNS) — Three defendants con- 
victed June 20 of riot where arson was commit teed 
were sentenced July 29. State Circuit Judge Joseph 
Bottum, who is up for re-election this year, sentenced 
Sarah Bad Heart Bull to one to five years in prison. 
Kenneth Dahl and Robert High Eagle each got five 
to seven years in prison. The charges stemmed from 
protests in Custer, South Dakota in February of 
1973 following the killing of Wesley Bad Heart Bull 
by a white man. 

Sarah Bad Heart Bull, Wesley Bad Heart Bull°s 
mother, was given.) 24 hours to find a place for hex 
children to stay before being imprisoned® Dahl and 
Eagle were taken to prison from the courtroom® 

The sentences , which stunned supporters, were 
attacked by defense attorneys William Kunstler and 
Mark Lane as "savage, and racially and politically 
motivated." 

The sentencing proceedings took place in the 
makeshift courtroom in the Civil Defense Building 
three miles outside of Sioux Falls, where most of 
the trial has been held® Only witnesses, press and 
immediate family were admitted to the courtroom, 
both during the trial and for the sentencingo 

Judge Bottum allowed the defendants to be re- 
presented by their attorneys at the sentencing and 
put witnesses on the stand only after American 
Indian Movement (AIM) leader Dennis Banks threatened 
to hold a peoples' court outside. The testimony 
before the sentencing lasted about half a day® 

Regina Brave Dixon, whose trial date has not 
yet been set in another Custer case on charges of 
riot where arson was committed, testified® "I 
went to Custer because I didn ? t want the same thing 
to happen to my sons that happened to Wesley Bad 
Heart Bull. I don ? t want my daughter to grow up and 
have that happen to one of her children. It was 
time that Indian people stood up and protested the 
dual system of justice that we've had in the past®" 

The testimony, and the final arguments by 
defense lawyers failed to make any impression on 
Judge Bottum. As the last sentece was handed down, 
Regina Brave Dixon shouted, "If this is justice, 
where is Wesley Bad Heart Bull?" 


"The lack of action to solve this problem makes 
us believe there is a conspiracy between the Nixon 
Administration, through the Justice Department's 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, and agri- 
business , to make sure this flood of desperately 
PAGE 2 LIBERATION News Service 


The case is being appealed. The defense re- 
quest to be allowed bail during the appeal was 
denied and is being challenged in the State Supreme 
Court. 
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FEDERAL JUDGE RULES IN FAVOR OF BLACK ACTIVIST 
FRAMED IN 1970 KILLING OF OMAHA POLICEMAN 

OMAHA, Nebraska (LNS) --Black activist David Rice 
sentenced to life Imprisonment In 1971 for allegedly 
killing an Omaha policeman, won a major court victory 
In early July that could soon release him from jail 
for the first time In almost four years* 

Federal District: Court Judge Warren Ko Urbom 
ruled July 5 that the state of Nebraska had 90 days 
to drop all charges against Rice or begin retrial 
proceedings -- but only with new evidence. The state 
has Indicated that it will appeal Urbom B s dec Is Ion * 

Rice, and another black activist, Ed Poindexter, 
were accused by a 1 6-year old boy of the 1970 suitcase 
bomb killing of a polIceman 0 The boy, Duane Peak,, 
actually admitted carrying out the bombing himself, 
but later became the prosecut Ion 1 s star witness and 
testified against Rice and Poindexter, who was also 
sentenced to life* As a result, Peak Is now free. 

The Nebraska State Supreme Court upheld the 
1971 conviction but Judge Urbom decided this spring 
that the police search warrant used to raid Rice's 
house was Illegal* During further evidentiary 
hearings Urbom then found the state 0 s case against 
Rice severely lacking. Poindexter, whose appeal has 
been separated from that of Rice's, Is also expected 
to be favorably affected by the decision when Urbom 
rules on his case within the next few monthSo 


Rice and Poindexter were instrumental In form- 
ing the Omaha chapter of the National Committee to 
Combat Fascism (NCCF) , a '.network of support groups 
for the Black Panther Party * Throughout 1970, the 
group was active In the city, primarily in defeat- 
ing the Omaha Urban Renewal program and a racist 
school bond Issue* 

In addition, the Omaha NCCF ran seven members 
In the primary delegate elections to the county and 
state Democratic conventions* Out of those seven, 
six -- including David Rice -- were electedo "They 
[the politically powerful In Nebraska] considered 
the NCCF to be' somewhat: of a political thorn in their 
side," explained RIce 0 

But for Rice and Poindexter, this political 
work stopped when they were arrested In August, 1970. 
Omaha policeman Larry MSnard answered a bomb threat 
call on August, 17° Arriving at a vacant house, he 
found a suitcase lying In the middle of the floor* 
When Mihard picked It up, the suitcase exploded, 
killing him. 

Arrest warrants were ^mmed lately Issued for 
Rice and Poindexter as they were two of the most 
vocal members of NCCFo S'ixteen-year old Duane Peak 
admitted placing the bomb and was also arrested. 

In addition, Judge Simon Ac Simon granted a search 
warrant for David Rice's house on the basis that 
he was "a member of a militant organization that 
advocates the killing of pol Icemen 

At the preliminary hearing held to decide 
whether there was sufficient evidence to bring the 
two NCCF members to trial, Peak Initially denied 
having anything to do with Poindexter or Rice as far 
as the bombing was concerned. Chief Prosecutor 

Knowles turned several shades of pur ple and took 
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Peak off the stand. 

By the afternoon session, Peak, visibly nervous 
and trembling, did a complete turn-about, testifying 
that Poindexter made the suitcase bomb, picked out, 
the house and taught him how to arm the triggering 
device. Rice, Peak said, was In the same house but 
had no knowledge of the bomb- bull ding* 

When Peak was asked by defense attorneys^ If 
his testimony was no more than what the police wanted 
him to say, he answered, "Yes." When asked If he had 
been threatened with the electric chair during the 
interrogations, Peak answered again "Yes." But despite 
this, and the fact that Peak contradicted his test S - 
money several times, Rice and Poindexter were charged 
with first degree murder and held over for trial* 

The two were tried in Douglas County Court In 
Omaha in April, 1971° The major newspaper In the 
state --the Omaha World Herald -- and the ABC affil- 
iate KETV (both owned and controlled by the same 
man) did all they could to whip up sentiment against: 
the defendants. This Included a sympathy campaign 
for the policeman's wife, hiding the fact, of 
course, that the two had been separated before his 
death and that she had plans to remarry. 

On the stand, Peak varied his story yet another 
time, and was repudiated by other witnesses, Inclu- 
ding his brother, Russell Peak. Russell testified 
for the defense that Duane had talked to him about 
a suitcase bomb In early July, 1970, over a month 
prior to his having supposedly first heard about 
such a device from Ed Poindexter. 

Other "evidence" gleaned from the raid on Rice's 
house included articles written by the two In the 
NCCF weekly newsletter, a gun and dynamite ““both 
legally in Rice's possession-- and a pair of needle- 
nosed pliers* The pliers, said police, were closely 
related to another piece of "damaging evidence", 
a piece of wire found In the basement of the house 
next door to the scene of the bombing on the floor 
just a few feet from a tool bench . 

The state's "expert" testified that In his lab 
he had cut a piece of lead with the pliers which had 
cut the piece of wire. The expert said that a close 
examination of a cross section of the wire had 15 
similarities In the markings. Under cross examina- 
tion, however, the expert admitted that the pliers 
were a common Japanese type that could be bought 
almost anywhere In the U.S. and Although there were 
15 similar markings, there were 25 dlssiml lari ties . 

Said ex-governor Frank Morrison, public defender 
for Ed Poindexter, "For the first time In my life I 
have seen the state try to convict basically on 
the testimony of one wltness--and that witness Is 
and admitted perjurer." 

And the state's attempts were successful. The 
jury”- 1 1 whites and 1 b!ack--found the two men guilty 
and Judge Donald Hamilton sentenced them to life. 

Ever since their arrest in 1970, Rice and 
Poindexter have remained In the Nebraska State 
Prison. Duane Peak, however, pled guilty to juvem le 
del I nquency and Is now free in the custody of his 
grandmother in Kentucky. 

According to court procedure, Rice will be 
eligible for bond once th e state formally files Its 
TF53TT” " JuTfll, 197 A ’ ~ more* 000"' 



appeal of Judge Urbom's decision. No doubt because 
of this, the prosecution has already let a month 
slip by without filing and will prob&bly waif unt: 1 1 
the last moment In order to keep Rice Sn jalK 

Already, supporters of Rice and Poindexter have 
sponsored several solidarity rallies In the Omaha 
area, and another Is planned for August 17« Everone 
hopes that David Rice will be able to attend to con- 
tinue to work for Poindexter's freedom, in additions 
the rally Is called In support of the upcoming 
American Indian Movement (AIM) trials as well as to 
focus attention on two Nebraskan Chlcano activists 
recently sentenced to six years for alleged possession 
of two molotov cocktail So 

For more Information about the Rice-Poi ndexter 
case, contact the Nebraska Dispatch, PO Box 81036, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 or call (402) 475“1^05e 
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LAWTON-GARDNER TRIAL POSTPONED AGAIN AS 
STATE CONTINUES TO WITHHOLD EVIDENCE 

RIVERSIDE, Ca . (LNS) — The unprecedented third 
trial of Riverside black activists Gary Lawton and 
Zurebu Gardner was postponed again in mid-July 
because of the prosecution's continued withholding 
of evidence designated for the defense. 

"What happens thirty days from now," asked de- 
fense lawyer Franklin Glenn, protesting the trial's 
postponement until August 26, "if we still don't 
have these materials?" 

Glenn described recent prosecution conduct as 
a "deliberate attenpt to frustrate the preparation 
of the defense" and cited 15 separate incidents of 
violations of court orders by the prosecution. The 
orders required that specific material held by the 
state be turned over to the defense. Glenn cited 
delays of from 2 weeks to 2 months and moved that all 
charges against Lawton and Gardner be dropped. 

But Judge Franc i s Estudillo denied the motion, 
refusing to give any reasons. 

"What has happened," said Riverside Political 
Prisoners Defense Committee spokesman Marc KItchel, 

"is that the judicial system has been able to hold 
these men under threat of their life for an addi- 
tional month. The prosecution has deliberately and 
illegally withheld material from the defense. Judge 
Estudillo, by his actions, has given the nod to 
the state to continue their persecution of Gary 
Lawton and Zurebu Gardner." 

Lawton and Gardner, accused of killing two white 
policemen in 1971 » have had two previous trials both 
ending in hung juries with a majority of jurors 
voting for acquittal. "At the beginning it was pros- 
ecution, now It's persecution," said Calvin Strong, 
a Riverside resident who served on the second jury. 

"The state will never get a conviction. The 
police stories are so far apart, and then they change 
miraculously. After awhile, when they couldn't get 
anything, they should have let Lawton and Gardner go. 
i think the police had a grudge. They're trying to 
save face. It's a waste of the taxpayers' money." 

—30— 

PAGE'4 ” “"‘LIBERATION News Service 


UNION OF MENTAL PATIENTS RECOGNIZED IN 
BRITISH HOSPITAL 

LONDON, England (LNS)-- In the first recog- 
nition of the British Mental Patients’ Union (MPU) 
in a psychiatric ward, patients in psychiatric 
wards at Hackney Hospital have been granted the 
right to free association with each other, and the 
right to hold meetings and form a branch of the 
MPU within the hospital. 

MPU is a patients' rights organization which 
has established a half-way house which is controlled 
by mental patients and ex-patients. 

The victory, which was greeted by the patients 
with cheers and shouts of "Victory for the MPU," 
and raising hands in the V sign, came after three 
months of intensive action by the patients. 

In May, fifteen patients held a meeting in an 
empty ward of the hospital to demand that patients 
have the right to free association and to form a 
branch of the MPU. The meeting was interrupted by 
a senior psychiatric nurse and the chief nursing 
officer. Although the patients informed the staff 
that they were holding a union meeting, the senior 
nurse demanded to know what it was all about. "I 
need to know everything that goes on in this hos- 
pital," she said. 

The patients informed the two that their rights 
to hold meetings were in accordance with the Euro- 
pean Convention of Human Rights, signed by Great 
Britain, which states that people should be granted 
the right to free association and membership in 
trade unions. Even then, the chief nursing officer 
maintained that they could not meet in the ward, 
but only outside the hospital premises. He suggested 
a nearby marsh. 

In spite of this, the patients were able to 
continue their meeting in the ward without the staff, 
and they drew up a petition for the right to free 
assembly and for an apology from the staff for 
breaking up a patients' meeting. Patients on the 
wards, MPU members and some staff members signed 
the petition, although other sympathetic staff mem- 
bers felt too intimidated by the hospital adminis- 
tration to sign. 

After meeting with a group of Mental Patients' 
Union members and a delegation of the patients, the 
Hackney administration finally gave in to the pa- 
tients' demands in mid July and have allowed them 
a ward where they can hold meetings. 
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(Thanks to People's Newsservice in London for this 
information) 
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UNIMPEACHABLE QUOTES 

by Richard M. Nixon 

The Supreme Court has given the green light to 
criminal elements . 

May 8„ 1968 

Crime 3 respect for law 3 dealing with crime 3 these 
are issues above partisan politics. 

June ll 3 1970 
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NYC HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION RULES SOUTH AFRICAN 
EMPLOYMENT ADS ARE DISCRIMINATORY 

NEW YORK (INS) --The New York Times must stop 
printing advertisements for employment in South 
Africa, according to a July 23 decision by the New 
York Dlty < Commission on Human Rights*, The Commission 
ruled that the ads were racially discriminatory and 
Illegal under New York City law. 

n The evidence establishes that the employment 
opportunities offered by the advertisements are not 
available on a racially non-d I scr 3 m i natory basis and 
that Black citizens of New York. City, who mlghttava i 1 
themselves of such employment positions, would be 
subject to segregation in the facilities and accomo- 
dations of the workplace, 11 the Commission concluded*, 

The ads primarily present two kinds of job 
offerings — executive positions with unnamed corpor- 
ations, and teaching positions in South African 
universities. While they are not explicitly dis- 
criminatory, the Commission conceded that the word 
"South Africa" is an indirect indication of discrim- 
ination since South Africans policy of institution- 
alized racism -- apartheid — is common knowledge. 

Although the actual discrimination does not take 
place in New York but in South Africa, the Commission 
ruled that the employment ads are still subject to 
New York laws. "Such advertisements regardless of the 
employment's geographical location, when published 
in New York City and addressed basically to New York 
residents, are subject to Title B [Human Rights Law] 
prohibitions no less than any employment advertise- 
ments for local employment would bee" 

The Commission's decision marks the first time 
in which any American tribunal has found employment 
advertisements discriminatory solely because of the 
mention of the place of employment*, 

The American Committee on Africa (ACOA) , a 
national organization working to promote support In 
the U.S. for African freedom from colonial and white 
minority rule, called the ruling "a landmark In 
protecting the people of New York City against the 
Intrusion of the racial discrimination of South 
Africa's apartheid system#" 

"No longer will the "Whites Only' laws be ex- 
ported to the employment pages of the city news- 
papers," said an ACOA spokesperson. The ACOA was one 
of four groups which Initially filed the complaint 
against the Times In 1972. 

Throughout the case, the Times defended Itself 
against the charges of "aiding and abetting discrim- 
ination" by claiming protection under the First 
Amendment. Now it has appealed the Commission's 
decision to the New York State Supreme Court and has 
been granted a restraining order which permits It 
to continue the advertising until the case Is re- 
viewed In September. 

According to a spokesperson from ACOA, however, 

It should be : difficult for the Times to obtain a 
reversal. The Commission has already dismissed the 
Times 8 argument of First Amendment rights, pointing 
out that the case Involved purely "commercial speech." 
The chairwoman of the Commission, Eleanor Homes 
Noeton, herself characterized the decision as 


"precedent-sett 1 ng o " The ACOA sees It as paving the 
way for similar actions by other human rights agencies 
and courts throughout': the country. 

"Such actions could hamper the efforts of the 
White South African government to recruit on a racial 
basis skilled personnel and tourists from this 
country, while freeing all Americans, black and white, 
from the Indignity afflicted on them by the appearance 
of such advertisements," stated ACOA. 

Presently a complaint against South African 
tourism ads In the New York Times Is pending, and 
ACOA hopes that, with the strength of the recent 
decision, it too will be a victory. 

Groups which are Interested in following up the 
Issue can receive copies of the Commission's decision 
from ACOA. Legal papers will also be supplied upon 
request from Douglas Wavholz at the Lawyer sCComm 1 t tee 
for Civil Rights Under Law, 733 Fifteenth St. NW, 
Washington DC 20005 or Peter Weiss at the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, 853 Broadway, New York, N.YY 
10003. The American Committee on Africa's address is 
1 6A Madison Ave. , New York, N C Y 0 10016. 
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EXPLOSION KILLS 13th TUNNEL WORKER: 

"A USELESS, AVOIDABLE DEATH" 

NEW YORK (LNS) — 'A dynamite explosion 580 feet 
underground at a water-tunnel site in Upper Manhattan 
killed one man and injured four others July 18. A rel- 
ative of the dead man, who is also a tunnel worker, 
called it a useless, avoidable death. 

The explosion was a "misfine." Twenty-six men, 
deep underground, were working in water. Two hours 
earlier they had blasted. At 6 PM they began drilling 
again. One dynamite charge from the earlier blast 
apparently had not exploded. The workers hit it and 
the tunnel blew up in their faces. 

Asked how to avoid such an explosion, one worker 
said simply, "Pump the water out." But pumping the 
water out involves waiting and apparently Water Tunnel 
Contractors, a consortium of six construction companies 
that is building the tunnel, didn't choose to wait. 

Asked if it was standard procedure to drill 
before the water was all out, another man said, "It's 
not supposed to be. 

"There's no negligence at all to it [on the 
part of the workers]. It's powder left in a hole 
that's down in there and you can't see it [under 
water]. When you drill into it, it explodes." 

The dead man, Charles Bacquie, was 39, married, 
with six children. His brother also talked about the 
unsafe working conditions inside the tunnel. "I work 
down there too. But I got a different job from what 
he got," he said. "The water wasn't pumped out from 
the lifters. We've been working down there without-- 
without pumping all the goddamn water out of there." 

The High Bridge Tunnel site is four years Into 
construction and 13 men have already died. There 
are four more years -- and some of the roughest work 
yet to go. According to the boss, it could be a 
"40-man" tunnel. Forty dead men. 
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CENSORED SPY PLAN RELEASED; RECOMMENDS ILLEGAL 
ACT I V I TES IPO "NEUTRALIZE FORCES" POSING 
"DIRECT THREAT TO NATION" 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS)— More than a year after the 
document was made available to Congress, a heavily 
censored version of the 1970 Huston spy plan has 
finally been made public. 

The docapient , labelled "Top Secret," was pub- 
lished July 18 as part of the Impeachment evidence 
collected by the House Judiciary Committee. It 
confirms that President Nixon specifically approved 
illegal spy operations against many groups in the 
anti-war and black movements. 

The groups are all named and described in the 
first part of the( plan , titled "Summary of Internal 
Security Threat." They include, among others. 
Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) , the Vencer- 
emos Brigade, the New Mobilization Committee to 
End the War and the Student Mobilization Committee, 
Weathermen, the Black Panther Party, the Socialist 
Workers Party and the Young Socialist Alliance, and 
various Puerto Rican nationalist organizations. 

The plan, drawn up by White House aid Tom Hus- 
ton and approved by Nixon in July, 1970, was the 
government's reaction to the massive May, 1970, pro- 
tests against the invasion of Cambodia and the kill- 
ings of students at Kent State and Jackson State 
Universities. 

The Government feared a recurrence of the May 
explosion which started with student strikes but 
began to spill over into the population as a whole. 

As the "Summary of Internal Security Threat" points 
out, "increasingly, the battlefield Is the commun- 
ity with the campus serving primarily as a staging 
area." 

The final version of the plan approved by Nixon 
called for intensifying government attacks on the 
left by stepping up the use of police and military 
informants, mail tampering, burglaries, and elect- 
ronic surveillance. Nixon has claimed that the 
plan was rescinded five days after its implement- 
ation, because of the opposition of J. Edgar Hoover, 
then head of the FBI, but many groups and individ- 
uals feel that the incidences of repression against 
the left since 1970 give weight to the charge that 
the plan was never really rescinded. 

Many of the groups named in the plan were 
the victims of government attacks after the summer 
of 1970. Senator Lowell Weicker (R.- Conn.) a 
member of the Senate Watergate Committee, has himself 
concluded that "events took place which closely 
parallel the recommendations in the 1970 plan." 

"In contrast with the evidence that the plan 
was approved," he added, "there is no evidence that 
the plan was at any time officially withdrawn." 
Weicker's comments, ignored by the media for the most 
part, were appended to the Senate committee's final 
report, published June 27. 

Evidence that Nixon approved the plan comes 
directly from a memorandum dated July 1A, 1970 
from H.R. ha 1 deman to Huston himself in which he 

statfes, "The recommendations you have proposed 
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....have been approved by the President." 

Based on the president's decision, Huston 
circulated a memorandum Which directed tHS' 1 imple- 
mentation of the plan. 

" Electronic Surveillance and Penetration s. 

The intelligence community is directed to iintensTfiy 
coverage of individuals and groups in the United 
States who pose a major threat to the internal 
security. Also, coverage of foreign nationals 
and diplomatic establishments in the U.S. of 
interest to the intelligence community is to be 
i ntens i f ied . 

" Mail Coverage . Restrictions on legal coverage 
[involved recording information from face of 
envelopes] are to ;be removed. Restrictions on 
covert [Illegal] coverage are to be relaxed to 
permit use of this technique on selected targets 
of priority foreign intelligence and internal 
security interest. 

" Surreptitious Entry . Restraints on the use of 
surreptitious entry are to be removed. The 
technique is to be used to permit procurement of 
vitally needed foreign crytographic material and 
against other urgent and high priority internal 
security threats. 

" Development of Campus Sources . Coverage 
of violence-prone campus and student-related groups ‘ 
is to be Increased. All restraints 'which limit 
this coverage are to be removed. Also, CIA 
coverage of American students (and others) travel- 
ing or living abroad is to be increased." 

The plan also established an Interagency 
Committee on Intelligence consisting of the 
principle officers of the FBI, the CIA, the 
National Seciruty Agency, the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, the counterintelligence agencies of the 
Departments of the Army, Navy and Air Force, and 
a representative of the White House. 

Huston's report to the president begins "The 
movement of rebellious youth known as the "New Left" 
involving and influencing a substantial number 
of college students, is having a serious impact on 
contemporary society with a potential for serious 
domestic strife." 

The New Left "pointedly advertise their 
objective as the overthrow of our system of govern- 
ment by force and violence. Under the guise of 
freedom of speech, they seek to confront all 
established authority and provoke disorder. They 
intend to smash the U.S. educational system, the 
economic structure and finally, the government 
itself," the report states. 

The report goes on to asses present Intelli- 
gence collection procedures. "The ant i -war movement ' s 
activities are covered through the FBiF by live 
informants in all organizations of Interest. This 
is supported by information furnished by all members 
of the Intelligence community and other Federal, 
state, and local agencies. Key leaders and activists 
are afforded concentrated and intensified investi- 
gative coverage on a continuing basis and, in 
situations where there are positive indications of 
violence, electronic surveillances have been 
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implemented on a selective basis. Informant 
and electronic coverage does not meet present 
requirements . " 

The report recommends an. increase in the man- 
power assigned to investigations of the ant i -war- : . 

movement , and "in addition, there are several key 
leaders involved 1 in virtually all anti-war activities 
including international contacts, whom electronic 
surveillances and mail covers would be particularly 
effective." 

The Black Panther Party is characterized by 
the report as "the most active and dangerous black 
extremist group in the United States ... [it] is in 
the forefront of black extremist activity today. 

The Black Panther Party has publicly advertised 
its goals of organizing revolution, insurrection, 
assassination and other terrorist-type activities." 

The Panther newspaper, the report says, is 
"filled with messages' of racial hatred and call for 
terrorist guerilla activity in an attempt to over- 
throw the government," and it asserts that the 
Panthers were involved "in a substantial number of 
planned attacks against law enforcement officers, and 
its leadership is composed- in large part of crimin- 
ally inclined, violence-prone individuals." 

The plan sees the power of the Panthers grow- 
ing. Panther representatives, the report states, 
spoke at 189 colleges in 1969 while in 1967 there 
were only 11 such appearances. It concludes, 
"Although no direct information has been received 
to date indicating that the Black Panther Party has 
initiated any large-scale racial disorders, the year 
1970 has seen an escalation of racial disorders 
across the Nation compared to 1969. This fact, 
coupled with an increasing amount of violent 
Panther activity, presents a great potential for 
racial and civil unrest for the future." 

In Part Two, the report considers the assets 
and liabilities of the illegal intelligence activi- 
ties that it finally recommended. It states, "the 
President had made it clear that he desired full 
consideration be given to any regulations, policies 
or procedures which tend to limit the effectiveness 
of domestic intelligence collection.... The President 
wanted the pros and cons of such restraints clearly 
set forth so that the President will be able to 
decide whether or not a change in current policies, 
practices or procedures should be made. 

"The extraordinary and unprecedented wave of 
destruction which has swept U.S. campuses," the 
report concludes^ "in the past several months and 
which in some respects represents a, virtual effort 
to overthrow our system, provides a clear justifi- 
cation for the development of campus informants in 
the .interest: of national security." 

And in consideration of various illegal activi- 
ties, the report firmly asserts, "the U.S. govern- 
ment has an overriding obligation to use every 
available scientific means to detect and neutralize 
forces which pose a direct threat to the Nation." 

"Every major intelligence service in the 
world, including those of the communist bloc, use 
such techniques as an essential part of their 
operations and it. is believed the general public 

would support their use by the United States for 
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the same purpose." 

Such illegal activities, the report makes clear, 
have been used in the past, although the uncensored 
portions of the report do not specify when. 

On illegal mail coverage, the report states "High 
level postal authorities have in the past, provided 
complete cooperation and have maintained full 
security of this program. . . .This coverage has been 
extremely successful in producing hard-core and 
authentic intelligence which is not obtainable ..''from 
any other source." 

" Surreptitious entry" apparently has also been 
used in the past. "The technique is implemented 
only after full security is assured. It has been 
used in the past with highly successful results 
and without adverse effects. .. .This technique when 
used against subversives, has produced valuable 
intelligence material." 

Considering the liabilities of burglary or 
"black bag jobs," the report stated that "public 
disclosure would result in widespread publicity 
and embarassment. The news media would portray the 
incident as a flagrant violation of civil rights." 

The Senate Watergate committee, who originally 
received the document, refused during its entire 
investigation to release it publicly. The official 
reason given was that the document "relates in 
substantial part to foreign intelligence." 

Currently there are two civil suits pending 
in the courts which seek to release the full 
text of the plan, and which seek to collect for 
damages. 

A suit filed by the Socialist Workers Party 
and the Young Socialist Alliance seeks a permanent 
injunction to stop the implementation of the Huston 
plan and other illegal government harassment. 

Leonard Boudin, attorney for the SWP, has filed 
a 78-page document in federal court which cites 
over 200 incidents of harassment. 

The other suit, filed on behalf of Jane Fonda 
by the American Civil ^liberties Union, won a temp- 
orary victory recently when a federal judge in 
Los Angeles ruled that Tom Huston must answer 
questions put to him by the ACLU in the discovery 
phase of the suit. The questions are about the plan 
itself--who were the targets and whether Nixon dir- 
ectly authorized the activities. 

The suit also seeks a settlement of $2.8 million 
for invasion of privacy and seeks release of all 
material related to the harassment and surveillance 
of Jane Fonda.. It sights incidents such as the 
copying of address books, bank records, etc., 
all of which took place after 1970 when the plan 
was supposed to have been rescinded. 
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FOLKS: SUMMER IS ALWAYS AN ESPECIALLY 

HARD TIME FOR US FINANCIALLY- — THE BILLS KEEP 
COMING IN BUT MONEY FROM SUBSCRIBERS SLOWS DOWN 
AL0T. PLEASE HELP US OUT BY SENDING AS MUCH AS 
YOU CAN POSSIBLY GET TOGETHER AS SOON AS YOU 
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JUNTA FALLS AS GREECE BATTLES WITH TURKEY 
OVER CYPRUS s "FASCISM IS DEAD” 

LIBERATION News Service 

ATHENS (LNS)— Plagued by a crumbling economy, 
internal political dissent and the prospect of war 
with Turkey, the seven year old military junta in 
Greece was forced to return power to civilian rule 
on July 23® In a simple radio announcement the gov- 
ernment stated that "the armed forces have decided 
to turn over the government of the country to a pol- 
itical go ver nmen t . " 

Exactly what that meant Is not immediately clear 9 
but the largest crowds seen in Athens since the end 
of World War II poured into the streets to celebrate 
the fall of a government that has brutally repressed 
all opposition since it took power in April, 1967® 

Within minutes of the announcement, huge crowds 
shouted "Demokratia" and "Tonight fasism dies.” Lat- 
er, pointing the finger at the junta * s most loyal 
backers, the crowds shouted "Out with the Americans. !T 

As the initial enthusiasm waned and people began 
to put the events into perspective, cautious warnings 
were raised. In Rome, Andreas Papandreou, exiled 
leader of the leftist Panhellenic Liberation Movement, 
vowed that "the struggle will continue until the soc- 
ial liberation of the working Greek people is secured. n 

The son of the former Greek Premier George Pap- 
andreou also asserted that the real power in Greece 
remains in the hands of "the Americans and the Greek 
armed forces®” He declared that a "new NATOist guard” 
had established Itself in Athens rather than a pop- 
ular government* 

Similarly, composer Mikis Theodorakis, returning 
to his homeland after four years in exile, said that 
the new government was a "positive step” but warned 
that "for the moment, the political left is excluded." 
Theodorakis spent three years in Greek prisons before 
his exile in 1970® 

Since 1970, his music ("Zorba the Greek”, "Never 
on Sunday” and "Z") had been banned by the colonels 
in control of the government. But on his return It 
could be heard on the radio constantly® "We have all 
worked for this day,” said Theodorakis, who led the 
Lambrakis Youth Movement before the 1967 coup. "It 
is not a fortuitous thing® We merit this day." 

Speaking of the Internal agitation that led to 
the downfall of the junta Theodorakis said, "There 
is no doubt- about It, the left made the greatest 
sacrifices during the dictatorship." 

He stressed that the fall of the junta is not 
total victory and added, "What we are going to do 
Is use the new liberty* 7 to organize the people. If 
we are wise, we will be able to organize the great 
strength of the people in a way that is new for 
Greece." 

The blow that brought the colonels to their 
knees was the Athens-inspired coup against Cyprus 
president Archbishop Makar ios® Though Makar ios has 
generally been regarded as a :,, safe ,f ruler for the 
U.S. to have on the strategic Eastern Mediterranean 
Island, his strong support from the Cypriot people, 
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open distain for the Greek junta and refusal 

to make Cyprus a NATO nation has made him trouble* 

some. 

In Athens, the Archbishop became a symbol 
of opposition to the colonels, and the 80 percent 
Greek majority on Cyprus has been steadfast In 
their support of Makarios 1 refusal to unify the 
island with the Greek mainland® 

When Makarios was ousted and replaced with 
extreme right-winger Nicos Sampson it was clear 
that the move was sponsored by Athens in an att- 
empt to annex Cyprus. Turkey, unwilling to let 
Greece capture Cyprus with its 130,000 (out of 
650,000) Turkish descendants, quickly mobilized 
and invaded the isalnd. 

From all reports the fighting was brtital 
and random by both the Greek and Turkish military 9 
with the Cypriot people caught in the middle of 
a fight between two right-wing countries. With 
the highest inflation rate in Europe and internal 
dissent that has caused much shuffling in the gov- 
ernment in the last two years, Greece was simply 
not strong enough to go to war with Turkey® 

Although Turkey gave as its excuse for the 
invasion of Cyprus the need to protect the island 1 s 
Turkish minority, there were less noble motives 
behind the move. A long standing territorial dis- 
pute between Greece and Turkey over areas of the 
Agean Sea reached new heights when significant oil 
supplies were found there recently. According to 
one report from Turkey, "...most analysts here 
think that Cyprus is a secondary issue for the 
moment and that Mr. Ecevit (the Turkish premier) 
stirred things up mainly to strengthen his bar- 
gaining position on oil." 

In fact, on July 18, taking advantage of the 
situation on Cyprus, Turkey extended territorial 
waters to include wide areas of the Agean Sea 
over which Greece has claimed possession. This 
move was followed by the Turkish invasion of Gy** 
prus just two days later. 

The Greek role in the ouster of Makarios was 
as obvious as the Turkish manipulation of the sit- 
uation. In early July the Cypriot newspaper 
Eleftgeros Lagos (Free Speech) repottdd that Greek 
Cypriot officers of the Cypriot National Guard 
were giving Cypriot tank crews extended leaves 
and were training themselves to operate the tanks® 
Soon after, the Nicosia daily, Ta Nea, reported 
that the National Guard maintenance crews were 
working all out overhauling weapons and equipment® 

Makarios, ware of what was happening, sent 
a letter to the Greek junta in which he bluntly 
said, "I cannot say I have any great sympathy 
with military regimes, particularly in Greece, the 
country where democracy was born and cr addled I" 

He went on to say that the National Guard was "a 
center of conspiracy against the state" and added 
that "the responsibility for this misuse of the 
National Guard belongs wholly to Greek officers" 
loyal to the Athens junta. 

Makarios ended the letter defiantly by saying 
"I am not a district governor appointed by the 
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Greek government , but the elected leader of a great 
section of Hellenism® 0 

The coup against Makarios may have been less 
obviously Athens-inspired if Sampson had not been 
designated President® An extreme right-winger who 
once told the Cypriot parliament that God had appear- 
ed before him and said that Cyprus should be united 
with Greece , he was the perfect man for the junta to 
manipulate. The main figure behind Sampson in the 
Greek attempt to annex Cyprus was Brig. General Dem- 
etrios loannides , the strong man of the junta and 
head of the Greek Military Police. 

loannides took part in an unsuccessful coup a- 
gainst the King in 1951 and was instrumental in the 
successful takeover in 1967® Then, in November, 1973, 
after accumulating great power as head of the Mili- 
tary Police, loannides led a third coup, charging 
the colonels in power were incapable of putting down 
the first wave of demonstrations to rock Athens since 
1967® 


Significantly, at the meeting in which junta- 
picked President Phaidon Gizikis invited opposition 
forces to discuss the transfer of power to civilian 
rule, loannides was absent. 

In fact, though Gizikis will remain as president, 
loannides was specifically mentioned as one who would 
be ousted from the new government altogether. Accord- 
g to reports from Athens, there is no indication of 
his whereabouts or his roltr in the decision to give 
up power. 

From here on it seems that the power plays will 
be more under the table. After eight days as Cypriot 
president, Sampson "resigned" and was replaced with 
Glafkos Clerides, president of the Cypriot House of 
Repsentatives. Since he is the constitutional suc- 
cessor to Makarios, he is the perfect man to be used 
by the forces that would like to replace Makarios in 
the least controversial way possible. U.S. State 
Department officials greeted Clerides with enthusi- 
asm, bhrely hiding their glee at the opportunity to 
dump the Archbishop. 

"Clerides is well known and favorably known to 
most American officials," stated an aid to Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger. He added, "It could mean 
they don’t even have a constitutional crisis." 

The newly formed Greek government has the same 
treacherous character about it as that in Cyprus. 
Called in to act as Premier is conservative Constan- 
tine Karamanlis, who held the same post from 1955 to 
1963. Though strongly anti- junta, Karamanlis is at 
the same time not likely to include leftists in the 
government. To date, those named to serve in the 
government are former cabinet members under pre- 
junta regimes representing a centerist to right type 
government . 

The questions that remain unanswered are what 
the role of the military will be in the new government 
and what the role of the people will be® With Gizikis 
remaining as president, the military will not be too 
far in the background® And with a strong Communist 
tradition (it took combined British, American and 
right-wing Greek forces four years to defeat the 
communist-led resistance after World War II. After 
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the Communists were finally defeated in 1949 
it was estimated that 20,000 were jailed and 
that over 100,000 left the country®), the left 
movements in Greece are sure to take advantage 
of the new freedoms to organize people openly. 

Thrown in to the confusion will be the role 
of exiled King Constantine, who is currently in 
London. The new government, however, is refusing 
to answer questions about a possible Constantine 
return f despite the fact that in the past Kara- 
manlis has been a strong supporter of the King. 

For the time being, though, "Fascism is 
dead" in Greece. Hundreds of political prisoners 
have been released and censorship of the media 
has been lifted® For the first time in over seven 
years the political left will be able to surface 
and openly challenge the government. 

As Theodorakis said on his return, the open 
struggle now "is part of the same struggle" Jhat 
Greek leftists have been carrying on underground 
for the last seven years® Commenting on the pos- 
sibilities presented by civilian rule he added, 
"The future is in front of us." 
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A LEGAL MANUAL ON COMMUNAL/ COLLECT I VE 
LIVING AVAILABLE FROM NEW COMMUNITY PROJECTS 


BOSTON (INS)— "Communes , Law and Commonsense, 
A Legal Manual for Communities" is now available 
from New Community Projects 5 a non-profit service 
organization. According to Lee Goldstein of the 
National Lawyers Guild, "this manual helps to 
give alternative culture people the maximum amount 
of ’breathing space 1 in which to experiment with 
new ways of living, as free as possible from prob- 
lems caused by the legal system." 


Communes, Law and Commonsense covers a wide 
range of legal tpoics such as buying property, 
leases, land trusts, incorporation, morality laws, 
zoning and building codes® Possible models of r e — 
sponse are presented showing commune/collective 
members how to anticipate and respond to problems 
when they arise® 


In addition, the manual helps groups explain 
their problems and work with a lawyer, if they want 
to. For more information write: BOOK, c/o NCP , 

32 Rutland St., Boston, Mass 02118® 
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US PRESSURES THAILAND TO REVERSE BAN ON CIGARETTES 


WASHINGTON ( INS)— The government of Thailand 
will continue to promote cigarettes made with Am- 
erican tobacco, reversing its plans to stop adver- 
tising due to the health hazards of smoking® Ac- 
cording to Advertising Age, an ad trade magazine, 
the reversal came when the US Department of Agri- 
culture stopped a tobacco subsidy to Thailand when 
it appeared that the Thai government would no long° 
er market cigarettes® According to the Thai gov- 
ernment the reversal came after a "review of the 
smoking and health situation 1 )® As a result, it is 
"very likely" that the Thai government will con- 
tinue to receive $75,000 a year from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. ~«30— 
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GRAND JURY ! NVEST! GAT! NG DEATH OF CIVILIAN IN 
CONFRONTATION WITH FT, DIX ARMY SGT. S TRAINEES 

"They kept kicking me 3 they hit me over and 
over 3 they beat me with steel helmets. " 

William Wheeler 3 describing how he was 
: . beaten by soldiers at Fort . Dix 3 after they 
converged on the car he and another civilian 
were driving 3 causing it to swerve off the 
road and hit a tree. Wheeler died of a cerebral 
concussion several days later . 

FT. DIX, N.J. (LNS)--A Federal Grand Jury Is 
currently investigating a confrontation at Fort Dix 
on July 8 between two civilians and a company of 
army trainees which resulted in the death of one of 
the civil i ans . 

William Wheeler and Robert Dwyer were driving 
on the public base when Sgt. Ward Morrow waved to 
stop their car, and instructed his company of 160 
men to block the road. According to Dwyer, the sur- 
viving civilian. Morrow then attempted to wrestle 
the steering wheel from him and called on his troops 
for assistance in stopping the car. 

"160 people came running at the car.... They 
busted the windshield *n on us, hitting the car with 
helmets. .. .The sergeant had grabbed hold of the 
steering wheel... the car ran into a tree.... Then they 
pulled him [William Wheeler] out of, the car, kick- 
ing him in the face." Dwyer reports that he also was 
pulled out of the car by several soldiers and beaten 
up. 

Although the Army has denied Dwyer's description 
of the incident, claiming that it was simply an 
automobile accident, his version is substantiated by 
statements Wheeler made in the hospital before he 
died. 

"They kept kicking me, they hit me over and 
over, they beat me with steel helmets," Wheeler told 
his mother before going Into a coma. 

The chief state medical examiner has claimed in 
his autopsy report, however, that death was caused 
by an automobile accident, and that although the body 
showed a few bruises, Wheeler was not beaten. 

But this autopsy report has been received with 
skepticism by Wheeler's mother, Robert Dwyer, and 
both their lawyers, 

"There would appear to be no reason for my 
client [William Wheeler] to have conjured up a 
story like this," asserted Attorney J. Trachtenburg , 
of New Egypt, New Jersey who is filing court claims 
on behalf of Wheeler's mother for her deceased son. 

"I personally examined the body on Saturday 
and when I made my inspection there were several 
cuts and bruises -- one of which clearly resembled 
a heel mark. " 

The Army has also been accused of "abandonment" 
for not having immediately taken the civilians to 
the Army hospital along with Sgt. Morrow, who was 
only suffering from a broken arm. When arr ambulance 
did finally return a half hour later for the two 
civilians, it brought them 20 miles to the hospital 
In Mount Holly instead of taking them immediately 


abandonment since neither Wheeler or Dwyer appeared 
to be seriously injured. Statements by both Wheeler 
and Dwyer however suggest a very different story. 

According to Dwyer,. .when the ambulance first 
arrived and began to examine Wheeler and himself, 
some soldiers said, "Don't worry about those guys," 
And Wheeler told his mother at the hospital before 
he died that the soldiers had made obscene remarks 
about him and suggested that they should "leave 
him there to die." 

The accounts of the Ft. Dix incident given by 
both civilians are in such variance with the 
autopsy results and the Army's official version, that 
the Federal government has been forced to conduct 
its own investigation of the matter, apartlfrom the 
investigation the Army's conducting. So far, however, 
the U.S. Attorney's office in Newark, which is in 
charge of the Inquiry along with the FBI, has made 
no Information public and their silence has helped 
create community distrust and a fear that the govern- 
ment intends to white-wash or cover-up. 

"it's the government investigating the govern- 
ment, so what can you get?" asked Robert Dwyer. And 
his lawyer asserted, "It's one more protective 
covering...! don't expect anything to come out of 
it." 

Even lawyer Trachtenburg, who has stated his 
faith in the "integrity of the U.S. Attorney's 
office" and believes there will be no white-wash, 
admitted his doubts as to "whether the public will 
ever get the Information it's entitled to." 

The decision to indict will hinge on the 
judge's verdict that those individuals Involved 
acted "intentionally" as opposed to "negl igently"-- 
a distinction which Trachtenburg stressed is ex- 
tremely vague and will largely be up to the judge. 

This difference however will be very important 
to the government (as the employer of the Army 
personnel) since that's what determines who is 
responsible for paying the claims. 

In the case of "negl igence" responsibility 
rests with the government, while with "intentional 
conduct" the individual alone is responsible. It 
may then be in the interests of the government to 
press for indictments. 

Even if indictments are rendered, claims paid, 
and all information made public, one civilian has 
been Injured and one is dead, 

"...Over what? Cause we were going too fast?" 
asked Robert Dwyer. "What stupidity, A bunch of 
nonsense! If he didn't like the way we were driving 
he should have tagged the 1 icense. , . , He took the 
law in his own hands." 

Placed in the context of the armed forces 
however, the incident makes a little more sense. 
Comparing the incident to the My Lai massacre, 
Trachtenburg emphasized "Fighting is their business; 
The military works strictly by command and when 
you're an underling you follow commands." 

— 30 — 




THE GOVERNMENT'S FAILURE IN 
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 
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